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Annual Review 


In the present article a review is made of retail trade during 
the trade year ended 31st January 1944, based on the statistics 
published monthly in the Board of Trade Journal. 

The sample of retailers reporting to the Bank was maintained 
during 1943-44 at roughly the same size as it had reached during 
the previous year. The total value of sales reported during the 
year was rather over £400 million, which is not far short of one- 
fifth of the national total for goods of the kinds which the sample 
effectively covers (excluding, for example, tobacco, drink, coal 
and newspapers). It is extremely gratifying that, despite war- 
time difficulties, returns should be received covering so large a 
part of the field, but additional contributors would be very 
welcome, especially private traders (who are inadequately repre- 
sented). Retailers not already collaborating are reminded that 
they can obtain specimen forms and particulars of the methods 
for ensuring secrecy either from the Retail Distributors’ Associa- 
tion or from the Statistics Office of the Bank of England. 


SALES: COMPARISON WITH A YEAR EARLIER 


The table below shows the percentage change in the value of 
sales in each category of goods, and in each district, as compared 
with the corresponding period a year earlier. 

General Factors. It was pointed out in last year’s article that 
the most important factors affecting the figures were increased 
restrictions on supplies, price changes and rationing changes. 
This year price changes have been far less important than in 
any earlier one since the outbreak of war, though they have been 
substantial for certain non-essential and unstandardised goods, 
particularly those subject to the increased rate of purchase tax. 
In many lines changes in the quantities coming forward have also 
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been a good deal smaller, as supplies have become more stabilised 
at a basic level, with a preponderance of simple types of essential 
articles ; in some cases, notably furnishing departments, retailers 
have developed an active trade in secondhand articles, which has 
done much to off-set the reduced supply of new goods. Changes 
in the clothes ration, however, have again been very important, 
both in causing a reduction in apparel sales for the year as a whole 
and in producing sharp variations between the figures for 
different quarters owing to the varying dates of coupon releases. 

One other general point must always be remembered in 
considering the figures in the table: variations between the 
percentage changes shown for the various quarters are just as 
likely to be due to abnormal sales in the earlier year as to events 
in the current one. 

Total Sales. Total sales in 1943-44 were 1-5 per cent. lower 
than in the previous year, for which a rise of 1-9 per cent. was 
recorded. This decline was wholly due to non-food merchandise, 
which fell by 6 per cent., whereas food and perishables rose by 
2 per cent.; these divergent movements showed that the war- 
time tendency was still continuing whereby food sales gain 
relatively to the types of non-food merchandise covered by these 
returns. (Certain of the types not effectively covered, such as 
tobacco, have of course shown very large increases.) 

There was a marked contrast between the first two quarters 
of the year, in each of which total sales fell by 4 per cent., and 
the last two, when increases of about 1 per cent. were recorded ; 
variations in the availability of clothing coupons provide a large 
part of the explanation. 

Food and Perishables. The main feature of the returns for this 
division has for a long time been the smallness of the changes 


Sales (at Selling Value) compared with a Year earlier 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 





1942-43 compared with 1941-42 


1943-44 compared with 1942-43 
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* Including a substantial quantity of goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 
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110 
Quarterly Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1937 = 100) 
ri 
NON-FOOD APPAREL * HOUSEHOLD ~— FOOD AND TOTAL - ALL 
MERCHANDISE GOODS t PERISHABLES DEPARTMENTS 
Year | | |—— 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
a Year ——- Year |——_——_——,—| Year, : | Year —— | Year 
Ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th Ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th Ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th Ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th Ist | 2nd | 3rd | 4th 
| | 
SCOTLAND 
1938} 89) 109 98 | 120 | 104 85 | 115] 99] 120 | 105 | 98) 100|102}111] 103 | 103/108] 101|109| 105 | 97; 108| 99) 114] 105 
1939; 92] 114] 105] 128) 110] 90) 122 | 105 | 126} 111 | 99] 98/117) 128) 110 | 105) 113] 106) 117) 110 | 100) 113} 106) 121 | 110 
1940} 106 | 126 | 132 | 161 | 131 | 102 | 133 | 138 | 164 | 134 | 117] 119] 140) 153) 132 | 114] 125) 117) 124] 120 | 111 | 125) 122] 139] 124 
1941} 114 | 142 | 115 | 14] | 127 | 111 | 154 | 115 | 134 | 127 | 114] 109/126] 149} 125 | 126) 125) 119) 127) 124 | 121 | 131) 116) 131 | 125 
1942| 128 | 137 | 111 | 145 | 129 | 131 | 146] 114] 144 | 133 | 120) 110] 102) 12) | 113 | 128] 130] 125) 132] 129 | 128) 131] 118] 135 | 128 
1943 | 111 | 123 | 110 | 134 | 119 | 107 | 129 | 114 | 127 | 119 | 103} 94] 94]114| 101 | 129} 134] 129] 140} 133 | 121} 129] 119 | 135 | 126 
NORTH EAST 
| 
1938; 90/| 106} 941 121 | 103 83 | 117 95 | 125 | 105 | 95] 99] 94)112| 100 | 101)105| 99/107] 103 | 96/106) 97] 114] 103 
1939} 91 | 110 | 106] 129 | 109 85 | 122 | 109 | 131 | 112 | 94] 100] 102) 117] 103 | 101] 107] 105) 116) 107 | 97] 10} 106} 122 | 108 
1940} 101 | 119 | 124] 144 | 122) 96) 129 | 136 | 153 | 128 | 99) 110)115)128) 113 | 111) 136) 138) 125) 117 | 106) 117) 120) 134] 119 
1941} 106 | 131 | 109 | 132 | 118 | 105 | 148 | 111 | 131 | 122 | 95] 99/105) 121) 105 | 117) 119) 117) 124) 119 | 112/122) 113] 127) Lig 
1942/ 119 | 128 | 106 | 134 | 120 | 124 | 145 | 109 | 138 | 127 | 103| 93] 84) 96, 94 | 121) 124] 121) 127] 123 | 119] 123) 115] 130 | 122 
1943| 105 | 113 | 105 | 127 | 113 97 | 118 |} 107 | 118 | 110 | 86] 75| 74) 93| 82 | 119] 127} 1241135] 126 | 113) 121) 1161131 120 
NORTH WEST 
1938; 89] 105 | 93] 117 | 101 84 | 113 94 | 119 | 102 | 99} 90| 97/)100| 97 | 100} 104) 101/108] 103 | 95) 104) 97] 112) 102 
1939; 92) 108 | 104 | 122 | 106 86 | 117 | 106 | 124) 109 | 97| 89)194| 102} 98 | 101|107)107)115| 107 | 96) 107) 106) 118/107 
1940; 103 | 118 | 123 | 142 | 122 | 101 | 127 | 132 | 153 | 128 | 108} 99)117) 107) 108 | 107) 112) 118/122) 115 | 105] 115 | 120 | 132/118 
1941| 105 | 131 | 108 | 128 | 118 | 108 | 150 | 110 | 126 | 122 | 88] 93/105)113) 100 | 116) 114] 114) 121) 116 | 111] ] 121] 111) 124)117 
1942/ 118 | 124] 101 | 130 | 118 | 127] 141 | 105 | 136] 126] 96) 91] 83) 89| 90 |117)118)120)125) 120 | 118] 120/11) | 127/119 
1943/ 100 | 110} 98] 119 | 107| 96 117 | 102 | 114 | 107 | 77) 71) 70) 80° 75 |117)121)1211132) 123 | 109] 115) 109) 125/115 
MIDLANDS AND SOUTH WALES 
1938; 87 | 104{ 91) 126 | 102 82 | 112 91 | 129 | 103 | 89} 93) 94/111} 97 | 101)107/100)109| 104 | 96/106) 97] 116) 104 
1939; 92/110} 107] 136) Lil 86 | 120 | 108 | 138 | 113 | 91] 98) 107] 117) 103 | 103) 111)110)120) 111 | 99) 111) 109) 126) 11 
1940} 104 | 123 | 133 | 152 | 128 | 100 | 132 | 140 | 163 | 134 | 102] 111) 125)119) 114 | 111) 118) 122) 126} 119 | 108) 120 | 126 | 136 | 123 
1941; 111 | 136} 112 | 1386 | 122 | 113 | 156] 110 | 135 | 126 | 97/101) 111) 124) 108 | 119) 121) 119)123) 120 | 116) 124] 115) 127) 121 
1942} 118 | 126 | 102 | 133 | 118 | 124] 141 | 101 | 138 | 123 | 98} 96) 87] 95) 94 | 119) 126) 125) 127] 124 | 119| 124) 116) 129} 122 
1943} 991108] 991121 | 107} 89] 112} 100] 113 | 104] 83) 78] 78} 91' 83 |119| 1271123) 132| 125 | 111) 120) 114) 127; 118 
SOUTH OF ENGLAND 
1938; 82 103 98 | 125 | 102 76} 112} 98} 130 | 104 | 91/102) 99) 106} 100 | 98) 107| 107| 108} 105 | 91) 106) 103] 116} 104 
1939; 86) 107 | 114] 137 | lil 80 | 118 | 116 | 142 | 114 | 93] 102) 117) 112) 106 | 100] 112) 117) 121] 113 | 94) 110) 116) 128) 112 
1940; 100 | 115 | 109 | 137 | 115 | 95 124] 121 | 148 | 122 |100) 98) 91/101) 97 | 114) 120) 120/126] 120 | 108) 118] 116] 131 | 118 
1941; 98} 125/ 100| 117 | 108 | 97 141 | 104] 114] 111 | 79) 86) 92/105) 90 | 121] 125) 120/122) 122 | 112) 121) 112) 120) 116 
1942; 97] 112} 92) 116 | 103 99 | 124| 97] 121 | 108 | 80] 84] 80) 88! 83 | 120) 126) 122) 121) 122 | 111) 117) 110) 120/14 
1943; 81 97} 921110; 95} 751102) 99] 104| 95] 67] 72) 75) 88| 76 '114| 123) 118|124| 120 | 101} 112} 107} 118; 110 
LONDON—CENTRAL AND WEST END 
1938; 84/ 97] 84] 107| 93) 84] 104| 84]107] 94] 89| 89] 86) 93} 89] 89) 96] 84/116} 96] 84] 97] 384] 108] 93 
1939; 81 91 72 73 | 79 82 98} 71 77} 82) 83) 82] 73) 60) 75 | 85) 91] 81] 88] 86] 82] 91] 73] 75] 80 
1940; 73} 68) 59) 61 65 77 72} 56] 65 | 67] 72) 63) 63) 44) 61] 75! 70} 63| 75) 71| 73) 68] 59! 62) 66 
1941; 55 62 57 69 61 55 64 46 57 55 | 47} 51] 70| 66) 59) 67) 78} 82] 94| 80] 56] 63] 60] 72]! 63 
1942; 67 70 | 67 86 | 73 61 67 59 | 79| 66) 74] 74] 80| 73) 75 | 79) 85] 88] 97| 87] 68] 71] 69) 87| 7% 
1943; 62 71 70 | 84 72| 55 71 63 75 | 66| 65] 65| 73) 69} 68) 80} 89} 93/107) 92} 65] 73] 72| 87| 74 
LONDON—SUBURBAN 
1938; 85 | 100 84 | 130 | 100 76) 110} 83] 141 | 102 | 90} 96] 85/110} 95 | 105/110] 97)111] 106 | 97]/106] 92] 118103 
1939; 87] 101} 86] 120; 99] 79] 113} 88] 132 | 103] 85) 89) 75] 82) 83 |105/112]100/110| 107 | 100/108] 95/114] 104 
1940; 88); 100} 90] 92] 92 86 | 108; 91] 106| 98| 75| 76) 67| 52} 68) 111)116] 109) 101] 109 | 102)110}101] 98] 103 
1941; 73 95 75 91 82 75 | 109 75 | 92) 86) 55] 64) 67) 76) 66 | 101/108/103]104] 104] 91/101] 92] 99] 96 
1942; 84 95 75 | 961 86 85 | 101 77 | 101 90 | 72; 74) 64) 67) 69 | 105)113)113)113] 111 | 97/104] 99/107] 102 
1943| 71 85 73 90 | 80; 63] 89 72 87 79 | 62} 68) 62] 68] 65 |109]122]116]121] 117 | 95]108} 100] 109} 103 
TOTAL—GREAT BRITAIN tf 
1932; 75 86 | 76] 96) 83 70 | 94 76| 94| 84] 84) 80] 77] 90; 83| 77) 81| 74] 80) 78] 76] 84] 75] 88] 80 
1933; 71 87 77| 99! 84) 67 96) 75] 98) 84] 78] 81] 82) 96) 84] 74] 80] 72] 81| 76] 73] 83| 74] 90} 80 
1934| 75 89 79 | 102 86 | 69) 97 78 | 101 86 | 85| 85] 86/100} 89] 77] 80] 75) 84; 79 | 76] 84| 77] 92| 82 
1935; 76; 93 84/108 | 90 70 | 100 83 | 107 90 | 86; 91; 89/103) 92] 80; 85; 81} 92] 85] 78] 89} 82/100] 87 
1936; 81 97 86 | 115} 95 75 | 103 83} 115 | 94] 91; 95] 95)108} 97] 89} 92] 88] 98; 92] 85] 94] 87/106) 93 
1837; 87 | 101; 91) 120] 100; 80] 108; 90} 121 | 100} 96] 97] 98/108} 100} 96/100} 96/107) 100 | 92/100] 94] 113] 100 
1938; 86 | 103 91} 120; 100; 81) 111 91 | 123 | 102 | 92] 94) 92/103}; 95 |101]106/101|109} 104 | 94/105) 96} 114] 102 
1939; 88 | 104 98 | 117 | 102 84 | 114 99 | 121 | 104 89] 91) 94} 92} 92 | 102)110) 107/115] 109 | 95] 107) 103} 116} 105 
1940; 95) 106 106 121 | 107 93 | 114; 112] 131 | 112 { 91] 88] 91] 85) 89 | 109) 114] 109/113} 111 | 102} 110} 106) 117} 109 
1941; 91) 108 93 | 107 | 100 92 | 119 92 | 105 | 102 73} 77) 88) 90} 82 | 111) 112) 105/113] 110 | 102/110] 99) 110} 105 
1942; lol | 105 91 | 111 | 102 | 104] 113] 92] 115 | 106 | 83) 80| 77) 77} 79 | 113) 115) 111) 116) 114 | 107] LIO] Lol} 114 | 108 
1943; 88 97 91 | 104 95 82 | 108 93 99 94; 71| 68) 70) 74) 72 111211181111 1122) 196 1109] 108] LOL] 114! 106 






































* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 


+ Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 


¢ ‘Including some sales which cannot be allocated to the various districts. 
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recorded. The last quarter was to some extent an exception to 
this rule, showing a rise of as much as 5-2 per cent. ; the double 
allowance of dried egg and the system whereby rations of certain 
articles could be taken a month in advance may partly account 
for this. 

Retail prices of food, as recorded by the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service, were rather over 3 per cent. higher in 
1943-44 than in the previous year. It is doubtful, however, 
whether this index number is appropriate to apply to the sales 
reported to the Bank, which rose by 2 per cent. in value. 

Other Merchandise. Taking this division as a whole, prices 
may not, on balance, have been very different in 1943-44 from 
their level in the previous year, as the increased proportion of 
tax-free utility articles may have roughly balanced the factors 
making for higher prices, including the increased rate of purchase 
tax on certain non-essential goods. The fall of 6 per cent. by 
value, therefore, may actually imply a smaller fall by volume 
than in the previous year, when sales were virtually unchanged 
in value but prices rose. 

The different categories showed a wide range of movements 
varying from a fall of as much as 17-8 per cent. for men’s and boys’ 
wear to rises of 4°6 per cent. for fancy departments and 6 per 
cent. for sports and travel goods. These two rises were essentially 
due to price increases, partly caused by the increase in the higher 
rate of purchase tax to 100 per cent., but supplies of some goods 
included in fancy departments (e.g., chemists’ wares) have been 
well maintained. 

Apparel. The apparel categories were naturally dominated 
by the rationing arrangements. The number of coupons which 
the public had to spend was bound to be lower than in 1942-43, 
owing to the cut in the ration, but it so happened that the 
reduction was very greatly accentuated so far as the actual trad® 
year is concerned by the change in coupon release dates. There 
were only two general releases during the trade year, each of 
20 coupons, and the industrial supplement for the ration year 
1943-44 was distributed too late to have any significant influence 
on sales until February. The low level of sales in February 1943 
shows that the public had spent most of their earlier issues of 
coupons before the trade year began, so that in effect this year 
only had the benefit of perhaps 43 coupons in the general issue, 
together with the children’s supplements. This naturally 
produced a large fall in the number of coupons reported to the 
Bank, the actual reduction being 22 per cent.; what is even 
more interesting is that the total number of coupons to be issued 
in a year under the present rationing arrangements (including 
supplements) is nearly 20 per cent. greater than the number 
used by the public in the trade year 1943-44. If the present 
ration is maintained it may confidently be predicted that the 
value of sales in 1944-45 will be very much higher than in 
1943-44. 

The drop in the money value of apparel sales during 1943-44 


was much smaller than the drop in the number of coupons - 


taken, as the public tried to off-set the compulsory reduction in 
the nwmber of its purchases by buying higher-priced articles. 
The average amount spent per coupon showed a very strong 
upward tendency during the first half of the year after which 
the curve flattened out; it always falls after a coupon release, 
and it also dipped again in December as a result of the Christmas 
trade, but in November and January it was practically back at 
the peak reached in the summer. Over the year as a whole it 
was nearly 20 per cent. higher than in 1942-43. 

The various apparel categories were affected rather differently 
by these factors. Men’s and boys’ wear showed a very substantial 
fall (17-8 per cent.), and in almost every month fared worse than 
women’s wear in nearly all districts; even in this category, 
however, the drop in sales was less than that in the coupons 
available to the public. Women’s wear and boots and shoes 
showed fairly similar falls (8 per cent. and 9-8 per cent. respec- 
tively), but dress materials actually rose by 5:3 per cent. 

The incidence of coupon releases caused the first and third 
quarters to show the most favourable results in each category, 
except that men’s wear fell very heavily in the first, owing to the 
high purchases made a year earlier to forestall the style restric- 
tions. 

Household Goods. Sales in furnishing departments showed 
substantial falls in each quarter, the drop for the year as a whole 
being 12-9 per cent. This was to be expected in view of the low 
level of production, not only of furniture proper but also of carpets, 
linoleum, furnishing fabrics and wireless sets, together with the 
reduction in stocks; the drop in sales would have been much 
greater but for the development of an active trade in second- 
hand goods. Sales of hardware have shown progressively smaller 
teductions each quarter from the third quarter of 1942-43 
onwards, and ended up with an increase of 3-3 per cent. ; this is a 
department in which the quantity of supplies has become more 
stabilised, and in some cases actually increased, while the more 
expensive types (e.g., decorated pottery) have been largely 
tliminated. Household piece-goods showed a fall on the year of 
16-2 per cent.; supplies here too have now been stabilised or 
éven increased in terms of quantity, and concentrated on rela- 
tively simple types, many of the articles being now free from 
tax under the utility scheme. 
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Sales by Areas. The main feature of the area figures is again 
the contrast between the two London areas (which both showed 
increases in total sales of 1-8 per cent.) and the provincial districts, 
all of which showed decreases. The largest decrease (3-3 per cent.) 
was recorded for the South of England ; this area suffered from 
London’s recovery, but sales there in the second half of the year 
were as high as a year earlier. Despite the ground which it has 
regained in the last two years, London trade still shows a 
considerably greater fall compared with pre-war than the other 
districts, with Central London much worse off than the suburbs. 


SALES IN LONDON AND REST OF GREAT BRITAIN 
COMPARISON OF 1943-44 WITH 1942-43 





Percentage change, February- 























January 
Class of Merchandise Allocated Sales 
Unallo- 
London Rest of cated 
(Postal Great Sales 
Area) Britain 
Piece-goods ges ii ree — 14 — 13-9 + | 
Women’s wear ... aoe es — 25 — 93 — 179 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... -- | — 115 — 18-7 — 35:0 
Boots and shoes = — 71 — 11:5 — 7:7 
Furnishing departments 9-1 — 15-4 — 17-5 
Hardware zs eae —.19 — 17:2 — 71 
Fancy departments + 7:4 + 38 + 4-7 
Sports and travel = — 2-2 + 47 + 13-0 
Food and perishables ... + 56 + Ll + 42 
Total sales (including other 
kinds of merchandise) ... + 18 — 22 — 33 











The above table shows that in relation to the previous year 
London fared better than the rest of the country in every 
category except the relatively unimportant one of sports and 
travel goods. 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES 
Average Daily Sales in 1937 = 100. 


A new series of index numbers based on 1942 has been pre- 
pared, and will be published in a forthcoming issue of the Board 
of Trade Journal. Consequently the usual table showing index 
numbers for each month is not included in this article, and no 
comments will be made on the movements between different 
quarters shown in the table on page 110. 

The average level of the index numbers for the year 1943 does, 
however, provide a convenient means of seeing how the various 
categories of goods and the different districts have fared since 
the base year (1937). So far as total sales are concerned, the 
index shows a rise of 6 per cent. on 1937 in value, which of 
course implies a large fallin volume. There is a marked contrast, 
even in terms of value, between food and perishables (116) and 
non-food merchandise (95); as prices have risen much more in 
the latter division the contrast by volume would be very much 
greater. 

Within the field of non-food merchandise, apparel has fared 
better at 94 than household goods (71), and here again the 
contrast would be greater in terms of volume. The fact that both 
these subsidiary index numbers are lower than that for non-food 
merchandise as a whole shows that sales of the remaining items 
(fancy departments, sports and travel goods and miscellaneous) 
must be above 1937 in value ; the reason why these goods have 
fared better in terms of value is partly the large rise in their 
price and partly the relatively small reduction in supplies of 
chemists’ wares. 

The differences between the areas are much less marked in 
relation to food and perishables than in other categories, the 
index numbers ranging only from 117 to 133 apart from Central 
London, where the sample has various peculiarities. Scotland 
has the highest index in every case, and Central London with 
one exception the lowest, the figures for total sales being 126 and 
74 respectively. 


STOCKS *: COMPARISON WITH A YEAR EARLIER 


The table on page 112 shows the changes in the value of stocks 
at cost at the end of each month of the trade year compared with 
a year earlier, and, for the main divisions, the percentage changes 
compared with the corresponding month of 1938-39. 

As in the case of sales, the figures are of course affected by the 
intervening price changes, which have varied considerably for 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, 
particularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample 
of shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 
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(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 













































































variations in the percentage changes shown for different months 
may just as well be due to something which happened in the 
earlier year as to an abnormal event in 1943. 

The last point may be illustrated from the comparisons with 
1938-39. These show much larger increases for January- 
February and July-August than for the neighbouring months : 
the explanation is not that stocks rose in those months in 1943, 
but that in peace-time retailers used to run them down at the 
end of the trading half years, and this no longer happens. 

The mcst striking feature of the table is the fact that the 
comparison of total stocks witha year earlier became progressively 
less favourable every month, starting with an increase of 10-9 per 
cent. and ending with a fall of 14-3 per cent. This adverse trend 
was mainly due to non-food merchandise rather than food 
though the latter (which only represents a small proportion of 
the total stocks) also showed increases in the early part of the 
year, followed by decreases later on. 

Of the various categories of non-food merchandise, the only 
ones to end the trade year with higher stocks than at the begin- 
ning were men’s and boys’ wear (up 3 per cent.), miscellaneous 
goods (up 4 per cent.) and household piece-goods (up 17} per 
cent.) ; the increase in the last-named essentially reflects the 
very low level of stocks a year earlier. The largest decreases 
were for fancy departments (25-7 per cent.) and sports and trave] 
goods (21-9 per cent.) and the fact that such large falls were 
recorded despite price increases suggests that the Christmas trade 
cleared the shelves even more effectively than in 1942. 

A welcome feature of the figures is the way in which the 


1943 1944 
Class of Merchandise 
| 
Feb March | April May June July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov Dec. | Jan, 
Peon -goods ... — 83/ — 60] —103| —126/] —113|— 46/— 68/— 84|/— 3-1] + 27/— 06] — 24 
(i) Household goods — 254] —193] — 21-1] — 23-0} — 23-5 | — 20-4] — 21-2) —17:°3| — 6-7] + 9-5|] + 17-2) + 174 
(ii) Dress materials + 21/ + 10] — 40) — 70| — 42 49}/+ 19/— 35|/— 10/— 09] — 87] — 12) 
Women’s wear + 2/ +262) +17-4/) +115) +12:°7/4+ 97)/+ 47)/— 7-7)/— 91/—11-1}/— 98 164 
Men’s and boys’ wear + 40}; + 79] + 63 + 78 + 32-7} +173) + 15-7| + 9-3] + 11-3) +156) + 5-7) + 34 
Boots and shoes — 17:8 | — 260 | — 25:5 | — 265 23-2 | — 20-7) — 18-8] — 22:0) — 17-4] — 14:5] — 78|— 3) 
Furnishing ——— +12-1|] + 12-9 11-9 6-1] — 40] — 11-8] — 12-7| — 13-0] — 10:0} — 12:1] — 12-4) — 14 
Hardware ++ 81/4 13:5] + 7:7 44), + 05)— 30/— 82/— 7-2|— 143] — 116] —17°9| — 1% 
Fancy departments... + 23-4) +173) +254) + 82) +17-7| +12-4)4+ 44] — 3-5] — 13-3] — 19-2 26-1 | — 254 
Sports and travel + 4/4 35-1 | + 26-2 209| +143/+ 93/+ 721+ 1:3 8:0) -+ 0-7 12-6 | — 214 
Miscellaneous and unspecified + 74) + 12-9] + 22-9 | +153 | + 26-2 | + 18-5] + 17-6] + 12-4] + 15-8] + 17:0) + 93] + 4 
Total—Non-food merchandise + 9-7 2) + 43 0:5 18/+ 06|— 21)/— 79|— 9 8 —114)-—1 3-9 — 151 
»» (compared with 5 years earlier) | + 50 + 34 + 34 + 32 + 4] + 64 + 60 + 40 + 28 + 21 +11 + 33 
Food and perishables +210] + 3-7] + 61] + 67] — 144] — 11-5] — 19-0} — 17-0] — 12:8] — 90 1-5) — 36 
»» (compared with 5 years earlier) +104 | + 74 + 122 + 93 + 61 + 79 + 60 + 56 + 65 + 60 + 74 + 89 
TOTAL +109} + 70] + 44 11] + 04] — 11)— 35]— 87] — 10-0] — 11-2] — 12-9 — 143 
»» (compared w ith 5 years earlier) + 54 + 37 + 40 + 37 + 42 +64 |}4+61 |}+41 |+30 |+24 |4+16 | +87 
Scotland + 84 | ‘4 9 18/— 34] — 28|/— 36|/— 56|/— 96/— 73)/— 71|)— 27 95 
North East ... + 91 7-5 43) + 09] + 08|/— 13]/— 3-3] — 83]— 9-8] — 12-3] — 12-9] — 158 
North West . + 1-7 19) - 561) — 22} — 08]— 2-7|— 4:8] —10-1}] —10-1]— 8-6 | — 10-8] — 104 
Midlands and South Ww ales. + 99 566) — 17] + O09 — 2314+ 08/— 7-4] —13-4] — 14-6 14:1} — 15-9} — 174 
South of England + 13:8 79| + 93 + 43) 4+ 36)— 14])— 3-5] —11-6] — 15-5] — 17-2 17-7 | — 264 
London (Central and West End) .. +215] + 209] + 18:0] +118] + 951+ 1-9|/+ 43]— 2-3) — 30|— 40)/— 45)/— 
London (Suburban)... +173] +129] + 16-0 4 901 4 £2 1-+..9-2) Ode BS). 9-0) 20-81 —. OR 
Unallocated — 29] —188] — 128 | — 166 | —19°5 = 4-0| — 13-4] —12°8| — 14:5| — 15-8} — 20°9| — 9 
: st 
the various months and the different types of goods, while decreases recorded for boots and shoes grew smaller towards 


the end of the year; this‘is the only category which, over the 
average of the year, showed a lower value of stocks than in 
1938-39. 


INDEX NUMBERS OF APPAREL STOCKS 


Especially in war-time it is for many purposes more important 
to study the movement of stocks over a series of months, rather 
than merely to make comparison with a year earlier, and for this 
the table of index numbers given below should be used. 

The movements during 1943 followed a rather different pattern 
recorded in 1942. For women’s wear there was 4 
marked rise during January, February and March, but stocks 
then became fairly stable until the end of August, after which a 
substantial and progressive decline set in, which more than 
off-set the previous rise ; in 1942 the rise persisted until the end 
of September, and the only substantial fall was produced by the 
Christmas trade in December. Men’s wear showed a strongly 
rising trend until the end of July, and then moved little until 
when there was a large fall; movements in 1942 
had been roughly similar but on a very 
Boots and shoes recorded a highly abnormal rise in February, after 
which there was an almost continuous decline to a record low- 
point at the end of October ; after that the reduction in demand 
caused by the increased coupon values given to footwear became 
effective, and stocks almost recovered to their starting level by 
the end of the trade year. By way of contrast, 1942 had shown 
an almost continuous downward trend. 


from those 


December, 
much smaller scale. 


























Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks (Average for 1942 = 100) 
| 1942 1943 1944 
| Dec. | Jan. | Fob. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Se Pt. | “Oc ot. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. 
Dress materials 95 99 104 106 103 102 101 103 103 94 ’ 93 92 86 87 
Women’s wear oo 96 99 108 114 112 112 114 113 113 105 101 99 87 82 
Men’s and boys’ wear 96 97 102 107 105 110 113 118 118 114 114 117 102 100 
Boots and shoes 82 84 96 88 82 78 75 76 74 72 71 74 76 81 
| | | 
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Announcements 


Nots : Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 


or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. 
Exports by Retailers to Officers Serving in 
the Mediterranean Area 


At the request of the War Office and Air Ministry, the Board 
of Trade have extended the special temporary arrangements, 
due to expire on 3lst March, for exports of rationed goods to 
individual officers serving in the Mediterranean Area. Unless 
otherwise announced, the arrangements will continue until 
30th June and will apply to Army and R.A.F. officers (including 
women officers and nursing sisters) serving anywhere in the 
Mediterranean Area whose units are under the orders of the 
Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean Theatre. For this 
purpose, traders may recognise all postal addresses ending with 
B.N.A.F. or C.M.F. in the case of Army officers, and M.A.A.F. 
in the case of R.A.F. officers. 

Until 30th June, therefore, traders may execute orders for kit 
replacements from individual Army and R.A.F. officers (including 
women officers and nursing sisters) in the above Area without 
first making application to the Board, and the Board will refund 
coupons after the goods have been dispatched. Applications for 
coupons should be made on Form A.T.30, obtainable from the 
Board of Trade, North Gate, Prince Albert Road, London, 
N.W.8, and should be accompanied by the original order and 
Post Office receipt to show that the goods have been ordered by, 
and dispatched to, an Army or R.A.F. officer serving in the 
above Area. 


Parcels should be addressed showing the name, rank and unit 
of officer and marked in the case of Army officers “ c/o Military 
Forwarding Officer ” at either “‘ Rose Lane Garage, Mossley Hill, 
Liverpool,” or “‘ 145, North Street, Glasgow C.3,” or in the case 
of R.A.F. officers, “c/o No. 221 Maintenance Unit, R.A.F., 
Stanley Street, Salford 3, Lancashire.” 

As parcels weighing over 15 lb. should be sent to Military 
Forwarding Officers by rail or by carrier and not by post, retailers 
forwarding such parcels will not be able to produce a Post Office 
receipt when applying to the Board of Trade for a refund of 
coupons under the arrangements described in the announcement 
in Board of Trade Journal, 25th September 1943 (page 354). 

Arrangements have accordingly been made in agreement with 
the War Office that a receipt for such parcels signed by the 
Military Forwarding Officer will be accepted by the Board 
instead of a Post Office receipt. The Military forwarding Officer’s 
receipt will take the form of an endorsement of one copy of the 
advice notes which the retailer should forward with the parcel in 
duplicate. Advice notes may be preferred on Army Form W.3146 


(obtainable from the War Office (Q(m) 13(B)), Room 300,-. 


Metropole Buildings, Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C.2) 
or on any pro-forma which shows particulars of consignee, 
consignor and the weight of the parcel. The same form and 
procedure will apply for the R.A.I. except that the forms are 
to be obtained from the Air Ministry, E.13(a), Southlands Hotel, 
Harrogate. : 


Machinery, Plant and Appliances 
(Control) Orders 


The Machinery, Plant and Appliances (Control) (No. 6) Order, 
1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 276), in force on 27th March 1944, 
amends the No. 3 Order (see Board of Trade Journal of 19th De- 
cember 1942, page 537), with the effect that the following are no 
longer subject to licence under these Orders: (a) bench and 
portable vulcanisers (previously included in Class 68 of the 
Schedule) of which the price to the customer in the open market 
on normal settlement terms is less than £25 ; (b) such hand-fired 
water-heating apparatus for burning solid fuel as was previously 
included in Class 93 of the Schedule. 

In addition, a General Licence (S. R. & O. 1944 No, 277, price 
ld.), printed with the new Order, and in force on 17th March, 
amends a previous General Licence, printed with the No. 3 Order, 
with the effect that no licence under the Orders is required in 
respect of the acquisition of any such machine tools as can be 
acquired only under the authority of a licence granted or direction 
issued by the Minister of Supply. 


Control of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1944 


The Minister of Fuel and Power has made the Control of 
Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 172, 
price 8d.) which revokes the Control of Coal Tar Naphtha and 
Xylole Order, 1943, but the main provisions of the latter have 
been incorporated in the Benzole and Coal Spirit Order. All 
licences and permits granted and directions and approvals 


New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


given under the Control of Coal Tar Naphtha and Xylole Order 
will remain valid. 

Under the Benzole and Coal Spirit Order no person other 
than the Petroleum Board may acquire benzole or coal spirit 
for refining or consumption in quantities exceeding 20 gallons 
during the month of March or 50 gallons in any quarter except 
under the authority of the licence. The Order also contains 
provisions dealing with the use, consumption by producers and 
refiners, the blending of certain controlled products, and with 
the prices at which controlled products may be sold or supplied. 

Benzole, coal spirit, coal tar naphtha and xylole covered by 
the Order are described as substances which are liquid when 
measured at 60° F., are derived directly or indirectly from coal 
gas and/or water gas, contain at least 80 per cent. by volume of 
hydrocarbon and are not toluene, toluole, or any material 
containing 40 per cent. or more by volume of toluene. 

The Control of Toluene (No. 2) Order, 1940 (S. R. & O. 1940 
No. 1150, price 2d.) has been varied by the Control of Toluene 
No. 4 Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 170, price 1d.) so as to 
withdraw from its scope the products covered by the Control of 
Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1944, if they contain less than 
40 per cent. of toluene. 

All applications for licences, permits, approvals, etc., must 
be addressed to the Ministry of Fuel and Power, 7 Millbank, 
London, 8.W.1. 


Timber Control 


Mr. J. P. Powell has resigned his position as Deputy Controller 
in the Timber Control Department of the Ministry of Supply. 
As a member of the Board of Denny, Mott & Dickson Ltd., he 
was seconded for this service in October 1939, and will be 
rejoining them in that capacity in mid-April. 


CHANGES IN DIVISIONAL OFFICERS 


The Home Timber Production Department of the Ministry of 
Supply announces the following changes in its Divisional 
Officers :— 

Mr. Frank Scott, O.B.E., Perth—retired. Mr. H. C. Beresford 
Peirse, Aberdeen—returning to Forestry Commission at the 
request of that Department. Mr. A. W. Moodie—transferred 
from Dumfries (on the closing of that Divisional Office) to Perth. 
Mr. J. Macdonald—transferred from Nottingham to Aberdeen. 
Mr. A. H. Popert—transferred from Lyndhurst to Nottingham. 
Mr. W. H. M. Collins—Headquarters to Lyndhurst. 


Copyright Arrangement with the United States 


_of America in respect of Copyright Works First 


Published during the Present War 


By the Copyright (United States of America) Order, 1942, 
(S. R. & O. 1942 No. 1579, price 1d.) published in the ‘‘ London 
Gazette” of 10th March 1944, the period during which a work 
first published in the United States of America in the period 
commencing on 3rd September 1939 and ending one year after 
the termination of the present war must be simultaneously 
published under Section 35 (3) of the Copyright Act, 1911, in 
order to secure the protection of that Act, has been extended 
until one year after the termination of the present war. 

Further, by a United States Presidential Proclamation of 
10th March 1944, the benefits of the United States Copyright 
Act of 25th September 1941, have been extended to the copy- 
right works of British nationals first produced or published out- 
side the United States during the present war. 


Women’s Footwear 


Advance information is given that the Board of Trade are 
extending, with certain modifications, the concession made on 
27th November 1943 requiring women’s footwear of the kind 
pointed at 7 coupons to be supplied for 5 coupons when sold to 
the public for a price not exceeding 15s. per pair. Many of the 
types of shoes and slippers covered by the original licence are 


oS. by fact and as such are 
FO fg bY manufacturers and as s are 
rated at 5 coupons. The modified concession, which will be in 
operation from Ist April to 30th June 1944, will apply only to 
sales by wholesalers and retailers of stocks of non-utility footwear 
not marked in this way. For supply at 5 coupons by wholesalers 
to retailers the price must not exceed 10s. 6d. All prices are to 


include purchase tax and any delivery charges. 


now being marked 








THE BOARD OF 
Utility Apparel 


The Board of Trade, after consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, have made the Utility Apparel (Maxi- 
mum Prices and Charges) (No. 2) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 
No. 219, price 1d.), which comes into force on 27th March 1944. 
The chief purpose of this Order is to make certain alterations in 
wholesalers’ and retailers’ ceiling prices for (a) women’s and 
maids’ utility underwear and nightwear, corsets and brassieres, 
and (b) utility domestic and industrial overalls. These altera- 
tions are consequent upon changes that have already been made 
in the manufacturers’ ceiling price schedules for these garments. 
Accordingly for the Related Schedules No. 44 (Women’s and 
Maids’ Underwear and Nightwear, Corsets and Brassieres) and 5 
(Domestic and Industrial Overalls) the Order substitutes new 
Related Schedules numbered 48 and 5a (price 2d. and 3d.) 
respectively. By an amendment to Related Schedule No. 3a, 
the ceiling prices for women’s blouses made from cloths 1069 
dyed and 1069/2 have been raised. 
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The Limitation of Supplies 
(Miscellaneous) (No. 22) Order, 1944 


The Home Trade Register, kept by the Board of Trade for the 
purposes of the Limitation of Supplies (Miscellaneous) Orders, has 
recently been revised. Copies of the new Register, dated 
lst March 1944, are obtainable, price 1s. 6d., through any book- 
seller or newsagent or on order from H.M. Stationery Office, 
York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 

Registered persons should refer to a copy of this publication 
to ensure accurate computation of their quotas of Controlled 
goods (i.e., cutlery, lighting fittings, photographic goods, toys 
and indoor games). Lists of amendments to the Register made 
after Ist March 1944 will be published periodically by H.M. 
Stationery Office. 


Board of Trade Appointment 


Colonel C. J. Hirst has resigned his office as Board of Trade 
Representative on the Regional Board for Scotland and the Board 
of Trade have appointed to succeed him Mr. R. A. Maclean, the 
Regional Controller of Factory and Storage Premises. 

Captain B. H. Peter has also resigned his office as Board of 
Trade Representative on the Regional Board for the South- 
Western Region and the Board of Trade have appointed in his 
stead Mr. Barry Kay, the Regional Controller of Factory and 
Storage Premises. 


Export Licensing Department 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

The Export Licensing Department (Board of Trade) will 
shortly move from Inveresk House, 346 Strand, London, 
W.C.2, and Alexandra House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, to 
3 Bank Buildings, Princes Street, London, E.C.2, and Stafford 
House, King William Street, London, E.C.4. It is hoped that 
the move will be completed before Easter. 

On and after 30th March 1944 all communications should be 
sent to Export Licensing Department, Board of Trade, 3 Bank 
Buildings, London, E.C.2 (CLErkenwell 4373). Persons wishing 
to interview any member of the staff are advised to ascertain in 
advance from Inveresk House (TEMple Bar 1221, Ext. 6), at 
which premises they should attend. 


Gunmetal Scrap 


The Minister of Supply has made the Control of Non-Ferrous 
Metals (No. 14) (Copper, Lead and Zinc) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 
1944 No. 265, price 1d.) which increases the maximum price of 
Admiralty gunmetal scrap of the quality commonly known as 
“* 88-10-2” from £74 10s. per ton, ex works, to £77 per ton, 
ex works. The maximum price of £74 10s. per ton had been in 
force since December 1942. The increase maintains the relation 
between the maximum price of the scrap and the value of the 
contained metals, and is consequent on the recent increase in 
the price of tin. All inquiries should be addressed to the Non- 
Ferrous Metals Control, Grand Hotel, Rugby. 


Trading with the Enemy 


ADDITIONS TO “BLACK LIST” 


The Board of Trade announce that they have made the Trading 
with the Enemy (Specified Persons) (Amendment) (No. 3) Order, 
1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 253, price 2d.), which came into force 
on 20th March, containing changes in the “ Black List” of 
traders abroad with whom it is unlawful to have dealings of any 
kind. Persons owing moneys to, or holding or managing the 
property of specified persons are reminded that they are under 
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statutory obligation to report particulars to the Custodians of 
Enemy Property. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


With reference to the notice in Board of Trade Journal, 
18th March 1944, page 103, the following vessels have been 
added to the Statutory List ‘A ”’—‘* Antares,” Spanish flag, 
Cia Comercial Maritima de Transportes §.A., and “ Polar,” 
Spanish flag, Cia Comercial Maritima de Transportes S.A. The 
list now reads as under :— 


VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISCRIMINATION IS BEING EXERCISED 
BY THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 
(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List 
Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerns 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owners 
who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper to 


make use of such vessels. 


Shipments by such vessels in addition 


to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 
with the consignment liable to prosecution :— 











Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 
Galatasaray ... ooo Turkey 724 | Sadikogla, Aslan, Kaptan 
Crespi (ex Jose 

) cee eve Spain 838 | Cla Comercial Maritima de Trans- 
portes 8.4. 
San Juan IT ose Ditto 652 Ditto 
Adeje bad also be 
foun the 
nams Nicolief? fly- 
ane the German flag Ditto 258 Ditto 
Ditto 816 Ditto 
it} rel (ex Tercio 
— ooo Ditto 549 Ditto 
aoe Ditto 898 Ditto 
ike eee ose Ditto 1380 Ditto 
Aicora ese ove Ditto 216 Ditto 
Linette Ditto 898 Ditto 
Bachi... Ditto 8,077 | Cla Naviera Bach! (Hijos de 
Astigarraga) (Controlled by 
Cia Comercial Maritima de 
Transporte 8.A.} 
Kaaldi Ditto 8,157 Ditto 
Manuchu Ditto 8,119 Ditto 
Tom Ditto 8,056 Ditto 
Alma . entina 282 | A.M Delfino y Ola 
San itto 220 Ditto 
phe ate ‘Rivadavia. Ditto 4,482 entine Neuva Cia General de 
avegacion 
Bio Bianco 
= Madryn) a Ditto 1,827 Ditto 
ta eo Ditto 105 — Empress de Remolca- 
ores 
Ciclope Ditto 173 Ditto 
Coioso ooo ooo Ditto 247 Ditto 
Gigante ose eee Ditto 236 Ditto 
Goiiat . eee Ditto 287 Ditto 
Hercules... Ditto 173 Ditto 
Samson ove Ditto 237 Ditto 
Titan eve eee Ditto 183 Ditto 
Industrial woe Spain 313 <" jose Cristoba) Colon of 
EY 
Marina mae ose Ditto 172 Ditto 
Suevia io coo Ditto 353 Ditto 
San Rafae; Archangel | Ditto 8 | J , Gonsales Martin, Las 
Maria del Pilar G. ... Ditto 54 Ditto 
Presidente Mitre Argentina 872 Cia Argentina Comercial e In- 
dustrial de Peaqueria 
Presidente soon Ditto 412 Ditto 
Carvaibo Portugal 27 Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
Herlinda Panama 452 | Gulf Shipping Co 
Maria 8° Portugal 56 Pedro Joao de Sousa 
Marta 5° ove Ditto 56 Ditto 
Guadiana 4° Ditto 18 Ditto 
Maria Menuela Ditto 10 Ditto 
Blanca de C.. ae Spain 285 Ramon Carranza 
Ramon de Carransa Ditto 224 Ditto 
Reina Victoria ee Ditto 162 Ditto 
Paco Nino Ditto 30 Ditto 
Sap Vicente Ditto 40 Ditto 
Paco . exe Ditto 800 Almadabra Marroqui 
Negro. “(trawler (ex 
Purification 
Maravilla) a Ditto 109 Viuda de Botelio (Senora Gall;) 
Blanco (trawler) (ex 
Manuel toso 
Chicha) ... a Ditto 109 Ditto 
Antonio Chicha 
(trawler) ... Ditto 112 | Manuel Geatoso Costas 
Jore Chicha (trawler) Ditto ? Ditto 
Sevim Turkey 1,164 Abd! Vehbi Dural 
Atlantides Sweden 9,650 Rederi A/B Atlantides 
Solvik ; Ditto 649 Ditto 
Miguel Caldenty Spain 74 | Juan Mora A. Bou 
Nuevo Corason Ditto 132 Ditto 
San Cayetano Argentina 400 “Cardimex’”’ Comp. Argentin, 
ae y Exportacion 
8.A. 
Nuestra Senora de is Spain 41 Otto Gerdtzen 
Almudena 
Manen Ditto 398 Angel Rivas Suardiaz 
Skansen Sweden 744 — Kemiskt-Tekniskt 
A 
Solbris eee — Ditto 466 | Rederi A/B Bellatrix 
Nordanbris (ex Pollux) Ditto 8,971 Ditto 
Ostbris Stat oes Ditto 97: Ditto 
Sunnanbris ... Ditto 8,721 Rederi A/B Erious 
Weatbris Ditto 972 Ditto 
His Africa Spain 85 Salah Ben Hamza 
Antares Ditto _— Cia Comercial Maritima de 
Transportes S.A. 
Polar Ditto — Ditto 











Clearing Offices 


The Controller announces a reduction, with effect from 
Ist April 1944, in the fees for telegraphic transfers through the 


clearings. 


The new rates will be : 


Spain 4s., Turkey 12s. 6d. 
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Purchase Tax 
DUST SHEETS 


Commercial and industrial dust sheets which are made from 
unbleached cotton waste yarns, measure not less than 12 feet in 
length and 6 feet in width, and are prominently and indelibly 
marked in large lettering by the manufacturer with the name 
or initials of the industrial or commercial user, will not in future 
be regarded as liable to tax. 

Dust sheets of a kind used for domestic purposes remain liable 
to tax under Class 2 (b). 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 18th March 1944 were wheat, 15s. 8d.; barley, 27s. 9d. ; 
and oats, 16s. 4d. 


Ministry of Food Orders 


Tn continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal, 
llth March 1944 (page 91), the following Orders, made by the 
Ministry of Food, have been published as 8. R. & O. 1944 :— 

No. 209. Order, dated 29th February 1944, amending the 
Soft Drinks Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 224. Order, dated 4th March 1944, amending the Citrus 
Fruit (Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 247. The Eggs (Control and Prices) (Northern Ireland) 
Order, 1944, dated 8th March 1944 (price 3d.). 

No. 248. Order, dated 8th March 1944, amending the Egg 
Products (Control and Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 273. Order, dated 13th March 1944, amending the Fats, 
Cheese, Sugar and Tea (Rationing) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 


Postal Notices 


EXTENSION OF THE AIRGRAPH SERVICE 
TO REUNION 


The Postmaster-General announces that an airgraph service 
is now available for letters to addresses in Reunion. 

The charge for airgraph letters addressed to personnel of the 
Forces and the Merchant Navy is 3d., and for those addressed to 
civilians, 8d. 


EXTENSION OF POSTAL SERVICES IN 
SOUTHERN ITALY 


The Postmaster-General announces that the civil postal service 
with Southern Italy has now been extended to the provinces of 
Avellino, Benevento and Naples. 

The service will continue to be restricted to unregistered letters 
not exceeding 2 ounces in weight and post cards of a purely 
personal nature. No business, commercial, or financial corre- 
spondence will be allowed. 

No Air Mail, Money Order or Parcel Post facilities are at 
present available. 

It is desirable that the name of the province should be shown 
in the address. 


SUMMER POSTAL SERVICE 


The Postmaster-General announces that Summer Postal Ser- 
vices will be introduced in the London Postal Area on and from 
Sunday, 26th March. Details of the changes are as follows :— 

(a) The final letter collection, Monday to Saturday, will be 
made at 6.0-6.30 p.m. in the Sub-District areas and at 6.30 p.m. 
in Head Districts (7 p.m. at the Head District Offices only). 

(b) The first delivery in Head District areas will begin at 
7.0-7.45 a.m. and in Sub-District areas at 7.0-7.15 a.m. 

(c) A general collection of parcels will be made in Sub-District 
areas at about 5.30 p.m. 

(d) The Sunday evening general collection will be made at 
6.0-6.30 p.m. in Sub-District areas and at 6.30 p.m. in Head 
District areas (7 p,m. at the Head District Offices only). 

Notwithstanding the introduction of later collections the 
public are still urged to post as much as they can as early as they 
can, and if possible before noon. 


British Standard Specifications 


CONCRETE RAILWAY SLEEPERS 


The British Standards Institution has just issued a revision 
of the War Emergency British Standard for Concrete Railway 
Sleepers B.S. 986. 

This revised specification provides data for the design and 
Manufacture of both ordinary reinforced concrete and pre- 
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stressed concrete sleepers. It incorporates up-to-date informa- 
tion collected from experiments and from experience with 
previous designs of sleepers. 

The type of pre-stressed concrete sleeper which is covered by 
this specification is that in which the steel is stretched in a 
straight length, and where anchorage of the steel is by bond 
alone without mechanical aid. Information available to date is 
insufficient to justify provision for any other method of pre- 
stressing. 

The specification has been prepared with due regard to the 
necessity for conserving materials. Recommendations are made 
as to types of fastenings and other relative features. 


MOTORS AND GENERATORS 


The publication is announced by the British Standards 
Institution of a War Emergency Standard for A.C. and D.C. 
Motors and Generators (excluding Shipborne and Airborne 
Machines). This specification was prepared by a Government 
Interdepartmental Committee, whose terms of reference were to 
draft a minimum specification for war-time purposes for D.C. 
and A.C. generators and motors up to 300 kw. (for ground use 
only), the proposed specification to be designed to give the 
greatest possible relief to industry commensurate with user * 
needs. 

The specification is based on B.S. 168-1936, but includes 
additional clauses to cover certain essential requirements, 
having in mind the peculiar and arduous conditions met with 
under service conditions. The chief additions to B.S. 168 are 
the provision of a temperature ceiling, a more rigorous specifica- 
tion for insulation and impregnation, a provision for maximum 
departure from straight-line regulation for compound-wound 
D.C. generators, and an over-speed test. On the other hand, 
some mitigation to B.S. 168 requirements have been allowed, 
and the standard test clause should afford considerable relief to 
manufacturers. 

Copies of this specification (B.S. 1156-1944) may be obtained 
from the Publications Department of the British Standards 
Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price ls. post 
free. 





Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 
British India 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, 5th February 1944 (page 47) and previous 
notices, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has for- 
warded copy of Notification No. 50 I.T.C./43, dated 18th Decem- 
ber 1943, which provides for the following further amendments 
to the Schedule annexed to Notification No. 23-1.T.C./43 :— 

In Part IIT of the Schedule :— 

(a) For the entries against Serial No. 4, clause (5) substitute 
the following: ‘‘ Component parts, excluding hosiery needles, 
as defined in Tariff Item 72 (3), of machinery specified in clauses 
(1), (2), (3), and (4) above, but excluding those covered by 
Serial No. 68 of Part V of the Schedule. 

(6) Against Serial No. 6 for the words and bracket (and parts 
thereof) substitute (and parts thereof excluding hosiery needles). 

In Part V of Schedule the following should be inserted after 
Serial No. 69 :— 

69A. Hosiery needles for hosiery machinery and knitting 
machines whether operated by manual labour or mechanical 
power .-- 72(3) 


RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM THE 
UNITED KINGDOM 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has forwarded a copy 
of Notice 326 I.T.C. dated 2lst December 1943, which relates 
to the issue of special licences for imports of goods included in 
Part IV of the Import Trade Control Schedule * for shipment 
during January-June 1944 from the United Kingdom. 

In all cases where essentiality quotas have been fixed, the 
quotas will be calculated on the basis of past imports during the 
year ending 3lst March 1942. The Notice states that the same 
essentiality quotas as were allotted for July-December 1943, 
will be allotted for January-June 1944, in respect of goods 
falling under Serial Nos. in Part IV of Schedule :— 

36, 117, 124, 136, 154, 156, 157, 158, 159, 166, 167 (i) and (ii), 





* See Board of Trade Journal, 25th September 1943, and 
subsequent notices. 
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178, 186, 187, 191, 192, 203, 221, 249, 250, 251, 273, 277, 278, 
280, 288, 300, 301. , 

There has been some modification in the quotas for items 
covered by Serial Nos. :— 

56, 84, 93, 115, 116, 118 to 121, 123, 169, 220, 235, 241, 244, 247, 
270, 285, 302. 

In view of certain changes now introduced, importers have 
been requested to submit statements of past imports relating to 
the following Serial Nos. for the calculation of quotas :— 

170, 177, 181, 185, 190, 204, 222, 245, 246, 248 (1), 259, 274, 
275, 321, 322, 324, 325, 326, 328, 329, 336, 340. 


Egypt 
EXPORT DUTIES 
With reference to the previous notice under the above heading 


in Board of Trade Journal, 26th February 1944, the following 
amendment should be made to the export duty on raw cotton :— 


Tariff 
No. 
492 Raw Cotton ... 400 m/ms. per 100 K.B. (pre- 


viously shown as 1,000 K.B.). 





Trade and Industry 


Argentina 


GRAIN AND LINSEED 
The British Chamber of Commerce in the Argentine Republic 
(Inc.) has published the following table which shows the latest 
estimate of the 1943-44 crop outturn in Argentine fine-grain 
cereal and linseed production by comparison with the five-year 
average in the case of each :— 

















Particulars Estimated Produc- | Preceding Five- 
tion 1943-44 year Average 
Tons Tons 

Wheat 7,912,000 6,905,332 

Linseed = 1,796,000 1,474,668 

Oats ... oe oe 2,036,700 625,994 

Barley os 854,000 517,916 

Rye ... = ney 1,241,000 254,494 
Australia 


WHEAT CROP 

Stocks of wheat in Australia on Ist January last were approxi- 
mately 105 million bushels plus the new season’s wheat. The 
crop estimate remains unchanged at 97 million bushels, with 
harvesting continuing slowly owing to manpower shortage. 
Weather conditions have been favourable, except in Victoria and 
South Australia where early substantial rains are badly needed. 
Export continues as shipping offers. 


British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 

The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, 26th February. The sowing of paddy and dry crops 
is proceeding. Crops are fair except in some parts of the Deccan 
and the South. 

Bihar, 6th March. Crops are fair. 
of sugarcane are going on. 

Orissa, 6th March. The threshing of saradh paddy and the 
pressing of sugarcane are proceeding. Paddy and wheat are 
thriving. 

Punjab, 6th March. Crops, including wheat, are average to 
good in irrigated areas and generally average in unirrigated 
areas. 

Bengal, Ist March. The harvesting of spring crops is pro- 
gressing. Crops are fair. 

Central Provinces, 3rd March. Rust has appeared on wheat in 
Jubbulpore, Mandla and Betul, otherwise rabi crops are fair. 

Assam, 13th March. Crop prospects and outturn are fair. 


The crushing and planting 
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TRADE IN FIRST QUARTER OF FISCAL YEAR 


Statistics of India’s foreign trade for the first three months of 
the fiscal year 1943-44 show a slight increase in import values 
as compared with those for the same period of 1942-43, accom- 
panied by a substantial improvement in the value of exports. 
The 1942-43 and 1943-44 figures for imports were Rs.258,934,720 
and Rs.259,747,987 respectively and those for exports were 
Rs.440,496,945 and Rs.499,900,806 respectively. The increase 
in the total value of trade as between these three month periods 
was Rs.60,217,128. 

These statistics show a heavy decline in the value of imports 
from Canada—from Rs.20,457,100 for April-June 1942 to 
Rs.7,570,928 for the same months of 1943. Indian exports to 
Canada, on the other hand, increased in value from Rs.11,751,805 
to Rs.13,217,163. These figures need not be accepted as indica- 
tive of a decline in local demand for Canadian goods but of 
reduced deliveries of goods from the Dominion as compared with 
those in other similar periods. As a matter of fact, values of 
Canadian trade to the local market continue to reach high levels, 
even though its composition varies considerably from that of 
normal times. 


British Guiana 
CHIEF EXPORTS IN 1943 


According to the British Guiana “‘ Commercial Review ” the 
values of the principal exports during 1943 and 1942 were as 
under :— 








Commodity 1943 1942 
Dol|lars 
Balata 552,620 444,925 
Charcoal 25,876 51,352 
- Copra 52,500 — 
Hides 9,123 7,091 
Lime juice ... oie ee eae 1,517 3,573 
Lime oil 27,570 53,040 
Matches 30,628 17,556 
Railway sleepers 3,202 1,095 
Rice = sue 1,699,961 1,828,650 
Rum (cured proof)... 123,705 58,161 
Rum (over proof) ... 823,514 528,308 
Shingles shy sab 3,458 5,531 
Sugar sae _ > .-- | 7,519,067 7,288,697 
Timber (round and hewn) 82,825 46,270 
Timber (sawn) sei oc 94,966 89,558 
Woods (firewood, wallaba) 3,780 15,240 











Chile 
RECENT BUSINESS CONDITIONS 

Approximately stable business conditions in Chile are indi- 
cated. Slight recessions in some manufacturing activities were 
attributed partly to seasonal influences and in part to the ex- 
pectation of increased deliveries of imported commodities. The 
prospective changes in the volume of foreign goods offered in 
local markets were reflected by somewhat reduced orders for 
certain domestic products. Among the problems of broadest 
interest in the new year were those presented by the national 
fiscal position, marked by accumulating deficits. The prospec- 
tive excess of expenditures over revenue in 1944 had been 
officially estimated at 952 million pesos, substantially more than 
the indicated deficit last year and equal to almost a third of the 
expected receipts. (The pesos is currently valued at 5 per cent.). 

Forecasts of the next harvests suggest a probable total farm 
production somewhat larger than the preceding output. The 
officially estimated wheat area this season, exceeding 2 million 
acres, is 12 per cent. greater than the figure for 1942-43, with 
indicated increases in other grain acreage ranging up to 25 per 
cent. The most notable development of local food production 
in the last decade is that resulting in a material exportable 
surplus of rice. In 1932 there was no significant cultivation of 
this foodstuff, while imports exceeded 8,000 metric tons. By 
1943, with the seeding of about 65,000 acres, the output totalled 
approximately 100,000 tons, of which more than a fourth was 
available for export. 


FERTILISERS 


Current recognition of Chile’s need for increased production 
of food, feedstuffs, and fibres and the resultant agricultural 
programmes that have been announced emphasise the country’s 
lack of adequate diversified fertilisers. Although Chile is the 
world’s principal source of natural sodium nitrate, domestic 
supplies of other needed materials are insufficient ; and actual 
or threatened soil exhaustion in central and southern regions, it 
is said, presents a major problem. Substantial quantities of 





in 


th 
re: 

to 
we 
co 
sec 
to) 
on 
an 
thi 

in 
Sti 
pr 
' 


ma 
19. 
loy 
19: 


be 
16, 


ore 
se 


ds 


rts 
to 
to 
05 
ca- 
of 
ith 
of 


als, 


the 


—_— 


SS SS aS ee ee ee ee ae ae ae 


| 


idi- 
ere 
ex- 
[he 
in 
for 
lest 
nal 
eC- 
een 
han 
the 
\t.). 
rm 
Che 
lion 
rit h 
per 
ion 
ible 
1 of 
By 
lled 


was 


bion 
aral 
ry’s 
the 
stic 
bual 
3, it 
; of 





25th March 1944 


potash and phosphate were regularly imported before the war 
from sources now inaccessible. The local production of fertilisers 
other than nitrate has declined in the war period—from 
150,000 tons in 1941, for example, to 112,000 tons in 1942. 
The output last year was expected to show a further drop. 
Phosphate production by as much as 30 per cent. Agricultural 
associations have proposed immediate relief measures and the 
development of long range remedial policy. The proposals 
include distributions of fertiliser allotments through the agricul- 
tural societies, the participation of these organisations in the 
financing of farmers’ purchases over long periods and immediate 
freight priorities. The permanent programme advocated would 
embrace improved methods of exploiting the northern guano 
beds. 


Mexico 


DEVELOPMENT OF IRRIGATION 


The progress of Mexico’s six-year irrigation programme, begun 
in 1941 and expected to provide water for 1,750,000 acres by 
1946, is marked by the recent completion of the El Azucar dam, 
which is to make available a water supply for three districts 
near the Texas border embracing more than 150,000 acres. 
The expected benefits from the works now planned promise a 
notable contribution to the nation’s economic development. 
“As a result of the stimulation provided by these improve- 
ments,” according to the Commissioner of Irrigation, ‘‘ national 
agricultural production . . . will increase by more than 50 per 
cent. It can be doubled in these irrigated lands if intensive 
agricultural methods are employed.” 

The generally reduced yields of corn, wheat, beans, and other 
food crops last year have strikingly emphasised the need for 
maximum development of provision for overcoming handicaps 
due to prevailing climatic factors that are unfavourable for agri- 
culture. Only about 8 per cent. of the land is arable and probably 
not more than 4 per cent. is regularly cultivated. Rainfall over 
the central plateau as a whole is said to be barely sufficient for 
so-called dry farming, and the arid northern zone includes 
both Pacific and Gulf Coastal regions. General utilisation of 
river water there, however, could materially increase domestic 
supplies of foodstuffs and other products. 


United States of America 


PULP AND PAPER 


The total production of paper and board in the United States 
in 1943 is estimated at 16,770,000 tons as compared with the 
revised Census figures of 16,382,608 tons for 1942, which is about 
2 per cent. increase. 

The production of paper and board in 1943 was higher than 
the estimates made at the beginning of last year for several 
reasons: (1) The pulp mills used their inventories of pulpwood 
to an amount estimated at 500,000 cords in 1943. (2) The pulp- 
wood cut has been increased in the last few months by 300,000 
cords a month due to the successful pulp drive. (3) The use of 
secondary fibres was increased from approximately 1 million 
tons to 1,500,000 tons in 1943. (4) The Government restriction 
on consumption did not result in as great savings as expected 
and the use of lighter-weight paper was offset by the increase in 
the Government demand for pulp and paperboard. Consequently 
in spite of the fact that the production of pulp in the, United 
States was 1 million tons less in 1943 than in 1942, the total 
production of paper and board was slightly higher than in 1942. 

The production of pulp in the United States in 1943 is esti- 
mated at 9,080,000 tons as compared with 10,227,020 tons in 
1942, while imports were slightly higher and exports were slightly 
lower. As a result, the estimated available supply of pulp in 
1943 was approximately 900,000 tons less than in 1942. 

The production of paper and paper board for 1944 is likely to 
be slightly lower than in 1943 and in the neighbourhood of 
16,500,000 tons. 





Publications Received 


The notice on page 97 of Board of Trade Journal, 11th March 
1944, concerning ‘* Post-War World Trade, etc.’’—should read as 
follows :— 

Post-War World Trade—How will Australia Choose ? Isolation, 
Depression and War or Co-operation, Prosperity and Peace. 
This is the full text of a Statement presented to the Common- 
wealth Tariff Board by S. F. Ferguson, Director of The Aus- 
tralian Association of British Manufacturers, on behalf of the 
association’s Australian members. Price ls. 6d. 
and not as therein stated. 


Food Trade Review, Vol. XIV, No. 3, March 1944. Published 
by Attwood & Co. Ltd., 3 Westgate Road, Beckenham, Kent. 
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By subscription, 10s. per year post free; in Canada and the 
U.S.A., 2.25 dollars. 


Art and Industry, April 1944. Published monthly by The 
Studio Limited, 66 Chandos Place, London, W.C.2. Price Is. 
monthly. Annual subscription, 14s. post free. 


Claycraft, Vol. XVII, No. 6, March 1944. Published by 
London and Sheffield Publishing Co. Ltd., 8 Adam Street, 
Adelphi, London, W.C.2. Price 1s. 6d. net. Annual subscription, 
12s. 6d. in Great Britain ; 15s. overseas. 


The Brassfounders’ Employers’ Association: Accounts and 


Annual Report, 1943. 


Monthly Journal of the British Chamber of Commerce in the 
Argentine Republic, Vol. XXIV, No. 3, 31 December 1943. 


The Garage and Motor Trader (Annual Issue, 1944). Published 
for the Proprietors by Arthur H. Smout and printed by Simpson, 
Halligan & Co. Pty Ltd., Wickham Street, Brisbane. 

The two leading articles in this publication, “The Will to 
Trade ”’ and “ The British Motor Industry at War,” will prove 
of great interest to all interested in the motor and allied trades, 
whether on this side or in Australasia. 


A Century of Trading. Edited by George Goodwin. Pub- 
lished by White, Child and Beney, Broadway Court, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 


The Gauge and Toolmakers’ Association Limited : Report 1944. 


The Bruun Plan for International Industrial Collaboration. 
By O. J. Bruun, M.Inst., B.E., White House, Stoke Park, nr. 
Slough, Bucks. 


The Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China: Report and 
Balance Sheet, 31st December 1943. 


Monthly Trade Journal of the British Chamber of Commerce of 
Turkey (Incorporated), No. 313, November 1943. 





Statutory Notice 


Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1942 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 24 OF THE ACTS 
Licences of Right 
The following Patents were indorsed ‘“ Licences of Right” on 
17th March 1944 :— 


No. | 


of Grantee Subject Matter 
Patent | 
451295 | English Electric Co. | Water flow meter. 
Ltd. 
478544 | Bacon, R. F. ... Recovery of sulphur dioxide 


from gases. 
525027 |) Shutter wire release supports for 
| [ attachment to the bodies of 

photographic cameras. 

Photographic flash-light  cart- 
ridges. 

Devices or apparatus for teach- 
ing mathematics. 


+ Lewent, H. 
533083 | | 


529461 | Nightingale, M. A. 











M. F. Linpiey, 
Comptroller-General. 


The Patent Office. 





EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, 8.W.1 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, extension 257). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). 


The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any particular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
therein have received official approval. 








118 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


25th March 1944 


Dominion, Colonial and other Trade Enquiry Offices in London 


CANADA, DOMINION OF.—The High Commissioner for Canada 
and the Canadian Government Trade Commissioner, Canada 
House, Trafalgar Square, S.W.1. 

British Columbia.—The Agent-General, British Columbia House, 
1 and 3, Regent Street, S.W.1. 

Timber Commission for British Columbia.—British Columbia 
House, | and 3, Regent Street, S.W.1. 

Timber Commission for Eastern Canada.—2, Cockspur Street; 
Trafalgar Square, S.W.1. 

AUSTRALIA, COMMONWEALTH OF.—The High Commissioner, 
Australia House, Strand, W.C.2. 

New South Wales.—The Agent-General, New South Wales 
Government, Wellington House, 125, Strand, W.C. 2. 

Victoria.—The Agent-General, Victoria House, Melbourne Place, 
Strand, W.C.2, 

Queensland.—The Agent-General, 409, Strand, W.C.2. 

South Australia.—The Agent-General and Trade Commissioner, 
British Industries House, Marble Arch, W.1. 

Western Australia.—The Agent-General, Savoy House, 115-116, 
Strand, W.C.2. 

Tasmania.—The Agent-General, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2. 

NEW ZEALAND, DOMINION OF.—The High Commissioner, 415, 
Strand, W.C.2. 

SOUTH AFRICA, UNION OF.—The Trade Commissioner for Union 
of South Africa, South Africa House, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

NORTHERN IRELAND.—The Northern Ireland Agent in Great 
Britain, 21, Cockspur Street, S.W.1. 

EIRE.—The High Commissioner, 33-37, Regent Street, S.W.1. 

NEWFOUNDLAND.—The Trade Commissioner, 58, Victoria Street, 
S.W.1. 

BRITISH INDIA.—The Trade Commissioner, India House, Ald- 
wych, W.C.2. 

BURMA.—The Director of the Imperial Institute, South Ken- 
sington, S.W.7. 

MYSORE.—Mysore Trade Commissioner in London, 532, Grand, 
Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—The High Commissioner, 429, Strand, 
W.C.2. 





BASUTOLAND.—The Royal African Society, Imperial Institute, 
8.W.7 (for the duration of the War ; imports only). 

BECHUANALAND.—The Royal African Society, Imperial Institute, 
8.W.7 (for the duration of the War; imports only). 

BRITISH MALAYA.—The Secretary, Malayan Information Agency, 
Malaya House, 57, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

BRITISH WEST INDIES.—The West India Committee, 40, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

BERMUDA.—Bermuda Trade Development Board, Westminster 
Bank Buildings, 329, High Holborn, W.C.1. 

CYPRUS.—Government of Cyprus Office, 27, Cockspur Street, 
8.W.1. 

KENYA.—H.M. Eastern African Dependencies’ Trade and Informa- 
tion Office, Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

MALTA.—The Trade Commissioner for Malta, 39, St. James Street, 
8.W.1. 

NORTHERN RHODESIA.—H.M. Eastern African Dependencies’ 
Trade and Information Office, Grand Buildings, Trafalgar 
Square, W.C.2. 

NYASALAND.—The Office of the High Commissioner for Southern 
Rhodesia, Rhodesia House, 429, Strand, W.C.2. 

SEYCHELLES.—The Royal African Society, Imperial Institute, 
S.W.7 (for the duration of the War ; imports only). 

SOMALILAND.—The Royal African Society, Imperial Institute, 
S.W.7 (for the duration of the War ; imports only). 

SWAZILAND.—The Royal African Society, Imperial Institute, 
S.W.7 (for the duration of the War ; imports only). 

TANGANYIKA TERRITORY.—H.M. Eastern African Dependen- 
cies’ Trade and Information Office, Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

UGANDA.—H.M. Eastern African Dependencies’ Trade and Infor- 
mation Office, Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 


‘ WEST AFRICA (GAMBIA, GOLD COAST, NIGERIA, SIERRA 


LEONE).—The Royal African Society, Imperial Institute, 

8.W.7 (for the duration of the War; imports only). 
ZANZIBAR.—H.M. Eastern African Dependencies’ Trade and 

Information Office, Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 


In the case of such Colonies, Protectorates and Mandated Territories (e.g. Palestine) as are not represented in England by a Trade 
Enquiry Office, the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1, is prepared, whenever possible, to 


answer enquiries relating to the respective areas, 





COMPANY MEETING 
Borax Consolidated 


MAJOR D, ABEL SMITH’S STATEMENT 

The Forty-sixth Ordinary General Meeting of the holders of 
Deferred Ordinary shares in Borax Consolidated, Limited, was held 
on 23rd March 1944 in London. 

Major D. Abel Smith, M.C., the chairman of the company pre- 
sided. 

The following is an extract from the statement by the Chairman 
circulated with the report and accounts and taken as read :-— 

Dealing with the salient features of the Balance Sheet and Accounts 
for the year ended 30th September 1943, the net profit for the year 
under review amounts to £398,453, representing an increase of 
£30,795 over last year. Adding to the above profit the amount brought 
forward from 1942 the total to be dealt with is £659,452. From this 
we have to deduct provision for British taxation £279,670, con- 
sisting of an appropriation of £190,920 from profits, together with the 
sum of £88,750 to be deducted from the dividends paid and proposed. 
This leaves a balance of £379,782. 

We have already paid the sum of £44,000, less Income Tax on the 
543 per cent. Cumulative Preference Stock. Also an interim dividend 
of 3 per cent. on the Preferred Ordinary Stock was declared on 
26th October 1943, and paid on 3rd December 1943, absorbing 
£18,000 less Income Tax, and we now propose the payment of a 
final dividend of 3 per cent. on the Preferred Ordinary Stock, which 
will absorb a further £18,000, and to pay a dividend of 7} per cent. on 
the Deferred Ordinary Stock, representing the sum of £97,500, less 
Income Tax. These dividends, subject to the Resolution being 
passed, will be paid to the stockholders on 3lst March 1944. After 
providing for these payments amounting, less Income Tax, to 
£88,750 and deducting £30,000 for War Contingency Reserve, the 
balance to be carried forward is £261,032, an increase of £33 on the 
previous year. 

After dealing at some length with the main features of the 
Balance Sheet, the Chairman added:—We have considered it 
expedient to restore our Board to its full complement and have 
appointed the Rt. Honourable Baron Rushcliffe, P.C., G.B.E., and 
Mr. F. A. Lesser to fill the vacancies. Lord Rushcliffe’s well-known 
public services are familiar to all and his judgment and wide 
experience render him an invaluable colleague. Mr. F. A. Lesser, 
the son of our joint Managing Director, Mr. F. Lesser, has 
served our Company for many years, filling the position of 
Manager extremely ably. 


TRADE REVIEW 

Costs of production both at our Mines and Refineries have steadily 
increased an inevitabie sequel to wartime conditions. In the face 
of these handicaps and the competition we are called upon to meet 
you will, I am sure, share our satisfaction at the results achieved. 
It must be borne in mind that still closer Government control and 
rationing, affecting us both directly and indirectly, have been 
extended during the past year, restricting certain outlets which in 


peacetime provide a very substantial market. Fortunately, on the 
other hand, under the spur of war exigencies, scientific research 
has led to the application of Boron products in entirely new directions, 
some of which we have reason to believe will prove capable of con- 
siderably wider development for industrial purposes when the wheels 
of commerce revolve again freely. We owe no small debt to the 
scientists who blaze the trail and we recognise the importance that 
research is destined to play if British enterprise and industry are to 
remain in the forefront. 

Much attention has been focused recently on the vital need of 
promoting research in industry. It has been suggested that a Central 
Research Board should be established, and also that a very substantial 
sum be allocated by the Government to enlarging and equipping 
the technical training centres and considerably increasing the 
number of Research Fellowships. If carried out, this scheme should 
ensure a steady and increasing supply of skilled laboratory tech- 
nicians. I venture to submit that it would prove a great incentive 
and encouragement to all concerned in this research movement if 
the authorities would take the initiative and permit such expenses 
devoted exclusively by private firms to research to be free from 
taxation. In the end the benefits derived therefrom are bound to 
redound to the advantage of the Exchequer. 


BORAX IN AGRICULTURE 

Satisfactory progress has been maintained. The interdependence 
of mineral elements required by plants is becoming increasingly 
appreciated ; this will lead to a greater demand for balanced ferti- 
lisers and therefore for Boron products. 

United States Potash Company has been working throughout the 
year to capacity and readily disposing of its production. We are 
proud to report that the “ E’’ Award was recently conferred by the 
U.S.A. Army and Navy authorities for the excellence of its services 
and we have reason to express our appreciation of the very capable 
Management of this important undertaking. 


FUTURE PROSPECTS 

So far as the current year is concerned, trading to date has started 
satisfactorily and, unless any disturbing features intervene, should so 
continue. As and when peace conditions prevail and the present 
barriers are removed I believe we can anticipate with confidence a 
marked impetus to the demand for our crude and refined materials 
in all the released markets which have so long been denuded. In 
addition we can look forward to the resumption of activities in many 
channels at present controlled or restricted by rationing. 

I should like to take the opportunity of expressing how much we 
are indebted to the President of our American Company, Mr. F. M. 
Jenifer, and to his executive officers for the admirable conduct of 
our interests under very exceptional difficulties. It was no small 
gratification to him and all concerned to learn that our American 
Company under his charge had also received the prized “E” 
Award from the Army and Navy Authorities at Washington in 
recognition of its excellent services in war production. 





This report is published as an advertisement. 
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The symbol of fine . quality 





(Red. Trade Mark) 


HOMACOL 
LIQUID TOILET SOAP 


EMPTY DRUMS 


Despite all war-time difficulties, we 
have maintained regular supplies of 
soap to our customers. It would 
however greatly assist us to keep 
this up if all EMPTY DRUMS WERE 
PROMPTLY RETURNED. 





° 
HORTON MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 
RICKMANSWORTH - - HERTS. 
Prone: Rickmansworth 3191. Est. 1911 


bes 
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BALDWINS LIMITE[ 


LONDON OFFICE; 
P.O. Box No. 255. 6, Broadway, S.W.|I 








COAL, SILICA BRICKS. 
IRON, STEEL - AND 
CASTINGS, ROLLS. 
STEEL BARS, SHEETS AND PLATES. 

BLACKPLATE AND TINPLATES. 

HEAVILY COATED TINNED, TERNE 
AND LEADCOATED SHEETS 
AND PLATES. 


ELECTRICAL SHEETS, STAMPINGS 
AND DIAPHRAGMS. 

TANKS, CISTERNS, 
DRUMS. 


a 
ALLOY STEEL INGOTS, BILLETS, 
BARS AND SHEETS. 


e 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY SLABS AND 
SHEETS. 


BRASS 


KEGS AND 




















OVAL BANK OF CANADA 


Incorporated in Canada in 1869 with Limited Liability 


Over 600 Branches in Canada, 
the West Indies, and Central 
and South America 


LONDON : 
Main London Branch : 
6 Lothbury, E.C.2. &. B. Mcinerney, Manager 


West End Branch : 
2-4 Cockspur St., S.W.1. C. H. Hunt, Manager 


HEAD OFFICE : MONTREAL 





Agency in New York 











On Admiralty, War Office, Air Ministry, 
Board of Trade and other lists. 








t et 
BY APPOINTMENT TO THE 


ROBINSON & CLEAVER LTD. 


Linen manufacturers and merchants 
The Linen Hall, Regent Street, London, W.! 
And at Belfast and Liverpool 
WORLD RENOWNED FOR 
FINE LINENS AND HANDKERCHIEFS 


























‘Evertrusty’ Industrial 


SAFETY EQUIPMENT 


Gloves in leather, rubber, and asbestos for all 
Industrial requirements. 


Respirators and Masks for dust 
and fume protection. 


Clothing to withstand Heat, 
Acids, Oils and Water. 


Goggles and Spectacles for 
welding, grinding, etc. 


Write to-day for catalogue (No. BT) to: 


WALLACH BROS. LTD. 


Contractors to H.M. Government 


49 Tabernacle St., London, E.C.2 


Eiwt Artem 








LINDSAY BOLT 
PATENT ADAPTERS 
Member King’s Roll Despatch from stock 
RIGID UISNG 
FIXING ANY 
WITHOUT ORDINARY 
DRILLING . BOLTS 


HENRY LINDSAY LTD., QUEEN’S RD., BRADFORD 
Grams: LINDSAY, Phone, BFO. Phone: BFD 5657 (2 Lines) 











COTTON & WOOLLEN GOODS 


FOR ALL 
GOVERNMENT RE QUIREMENTS 


Manufactured by 
PORRITTS & SPENCER LTD. 





PHONE : 607 BURY 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT te sarang 


These announcements are classified 


to trades and are restricted to firms and companies 


on the list of Contractors to H.M. Government Departments 





Electric Clocks 








A BRITISH PRODUCT 
DESTINED TO PLAY A 
PART IN POST WAR 
RECONSTRUCTION 

















82084 COLESHILL ST 
BIRMINGHAM 4. 


TA’YIKING BIRMINGHAM” 
TN ASTON CROSS 3264.5 LINES. 










GALEX 
ACHI 
L 
RY 
1pT 
Linings 


HENRY MARRIOTT & CO. LTD. 
MANCHESTER 
Manufacturers of Cotton and Rayon 
Linings; all standard linings for 
Service uniforms and utility clothing 

in stock. 
































Printers’ Supplies 


Sates and Office Equipment — 





FRANK HORSELL & CO., LTD. 
33, Victoria Road, LEEDS, S 


Printing Inks, Colours § and 
Varnishes, Roller Skins, Litho- 
graphic Plates, etc. 





Pumps 


PUMPS FOR ALL PURPOSES 
for HAND—ELECTRIC—PETROL 


STIRRUP PUMPS STOCKED 
Best advice freely given 


JOBSON & BECKWITH, LTD. 
62, Southwark Bridge Road, London, 8.E.! 








Stoneware 















oe @ ¥/ LONDON OFFICE— 
wees Y 31 ELY PLACE, E.C.I 
oye PEARSON & CO. 


(CHESTERFIELD), LTD. 
The Potteries, WHITTINGTON MOOR, chesterneial 














Textiles 





A. B. BROTHERTON & CO. LTD. 
(ARNOLD B. BROTHERTON) 

40 Dickinson Street, Manchester 

KHAKI — WHITE and BLUE DRILLS 

DENIMS — OVERALL CLOTHS — TWILLS 

ADMIRALTY REPPS —ITALIANS —A.R.P. 
FABRICS—DUSTERS, Etc. 

Government, Railways, Public Authorities, etc. 


To Business Executives 


Invest in Savings Bonds 


AFTER THE WAR 
Invest in 





pan — 





—— 


DURING THE WAR™O""™ 











Typewriters 








| 
FOR BETTER LETTERS 


Imperial 









\ IMPERIAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY LTD..LEICESTER) 














OLIVER 


Embodiment of 


POWER 
EFFICIENCY 


SPEED 
THE UPKEEP COST 
OF OLIVER TYPE. 


WRITERS HAS BEEN 
PROVED LESS THAN 
ANY OTHER. 


Manufactured by 
OLIVER TYPEWRITER MANFG. CO., LTD. 
CROYDON 









































3/ 
YOU CAN GET w/o 


DEFENCE 
BONDS 
FROM ANY BANK, STOCKBROKER, 


POST OFFICE OR TRUSTEE 
SAVINGS BANK 























Issued vy the National Savings Committee, London 








Did you know that 
3% DEFENCE BONDS 


pay a bonus of £1 on 
every £100 invested 
after 10 years? 





CHIEF ADMINISTRATION 


7 CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C.2 
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